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Dear Landscaper,
As you are likely aware, the collection and disposal of fall leaves from curbside costs Irvington taxpayers roughly $130,000 annually.  We are reaching out to you to ask that you please employ alternate leaf clean-up practices as described by the village’s recently adopted Love ’Em and Leave ’Em initiative.  

Mulching-in-place is not only better for the health of our lawn/garden and the broader environment, but is also a significant time and cost saver for you. “It’s green and it makes cents.”

Removing leaves from our property robs the soil of much-needed nutrients that enable the healthiest growth of turf, plants and trees.  By shredding the leaves with mowers and simply leaving them in place on the lawn or scattering them throughout landscape beds and wooded margins, our lawn and beds will develop better soil, as well as be better protected from frost over the winter and absorb more water during the growing season.

The Love ’Em and Leave ’Em practice requires much less use of leaf blowers. The complete removal of leaves by blowing leaves to curbside for pickup is simply not necessary, not to mention that it leads to unnecessary noise pollution and aggravation of certain health conditions including asthma.  
We understand that mulching leaves in place on a weekly basis during the fall season typically takes less time and labor than blowing and bagging leaves and associated dump disposal. 

We hope you will learn more about these practices and reach out to fellow contractors who have adopted this “green” practice if you have any questions. Please immediately adopt this practice on our property. We would like to continue to support your business.  

For more information please visit the Irvington Green Policy Task Force web pages at http://www.irvingtonny.gov/green.

Sincerely,

-----------------------------------------------------

Your Client

